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New Hope New Hire
Last summer, we hired our first full-time staff-member, Valen George, to serve
as our middle-school club manager. She has already made a difference. The
kids love her and the middle school program has been growing as a result.
Allow us to introduce Valen to you, in her own words:

Hi, my name is Valen George,
and I am thrilled to be part of New Hope! I was
born and raised in Lafayette, Louisiana. I
graduated from The University of Louisiana
Lafayette, with a bachelor's degree in Child and
Family Studies and have 6 years of experience in
the mental-health and social services.
My goal is to be a positive and consistent part of
New Hope, while advocating for our kids. I
believe that consistency and rapport are staples
for building positive connections, especially with
the middle-school age group. I have enjoyed
watching our kids grow socially and look forward
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to providing them with new experiences that
encourage them to dream big.

New Hope Christmas Store
During the school year the New Hope students work to earn New Hope Dollars. They
earn the dollars by having good attendance, and working hard on their school
homework and extra work we have for them. On Dec. 2, we held our Christmas party
where the kids get to spend their well earned money. The store is stocked with new
items the kids have requested, and on the day of the party the kids rotate through
four different areas: craft, food, shopping and present wrapping. As you can imagine,
there is so much excitement.

We'd like to give a big shout out to the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette for helping to fund
our Christmas store. While our kids are able to use New Hope Dollars to buy things
at the New Hope Store, Target requires cash. We could not do it without their
support. Another big shout out to the Rotary Club of Lafayette North. They always
come through with providing us wonderful volunteers.
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After a two-year, COVID-19-induced hiatus from the Christmas party, it was great to
see everyone enjoying themselves again. New Hope is a community effort and we
are thankful for the community’s support.

New Hope Blog
Read New Blog: Parable of the River Babies

The Newmans felt led to start New Hope nearly 12 years ago. Early on in
the ministry, a mentor shared the “River Babies” parable with me. His ministry
was similar to theirs: providing an after-school tutoring program for underresourced children living on the Northside of town. Pastor Newman would like
to share the wisdom of that parable with you, and how its meaning has
changed for him through the years.

Save the Date!
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This year, we are honored to have Marvin Daniels, CEO of the Hope Center in
Kansas City, MO as our keynote speaker. The Christian Community
Development Workshop will be hosted by The Bayou Church on July 22 - 23.

Mark your calendars!

Recommendations of the Month

Recommended Reading:
The Little Book of Restorative Justice
The first in the series by Howard
Zehr, known worldwide as the father
of Restorative Justice for his
pioneering work in transforming
understandings of justice. This book
is a primer on the basic principles of
restorative justice. Even if you are
interested in other books in the Little
Book series, this is the place to start.

The Little Books of Justice and Peacebuilding present, in
a highly accessible form, key concepts and practices
from the fields of restorative justice. Some of the recent
additions to the series have focused on specific contexts
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like schools and prisons, on difficult social issues such
as racial justice, healing, and reconciliation, and on how
to communicate in a polarized society. New Hope has
found this series to be tremendously helpful for our work.

We are grateful to be back in your inboxes, and encourage you to keep up with
"where we're going" in our monthly blog and newsletter, to get involved and
pass it along to a friend, and to like New Hope on Facebook!

Subscribe to the New Hope Newsletter

DONATE to further the
New Hope mission.
Click HERE!

Facebook

Twitter

Website

Copyright © 2022 New Hope, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
https://mailchi.mp/93fe50f2695c/new-hope-newsletter-returns-5753308?e=6293bd1d69

5/6

4/10/22, 7:16 PM

New Hope News ✨

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

https://mailchi.mp/93fe50f2695c/new-hope-newsletter-returns-5753308?e=6293bd1d69

6/6

